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INTRODUCTION

Every yearthousands of visitors to Wimpole Hall aitd estate walk around the
grounds but never realise the history that lies just inches below their feet.

Cambridge Archaeology Field Grd@AFGhave spent 15 years investigating what
lies beneath the surfacef the Wimpole estateand also what can be found by
fieldwalking the surrounding arable fields.

CAFG was formed in 1978 to carry out practical field archaeology in the Cambridge
area. Our prpose is to contribute to the archaeological knowledge of the region
through archive research and fielthsed activities. We regularly carry out field
walking during the autumn through to thepring period.

Figure 1. Group setting off for fieldwalking

A websitewww.cafg.net, is used to disseminate the information gained in the form
of written articles and photographsWe promote archaeology to the local
community through attendance dtistoryevents, excavations and community test
pitting. A regular series of lectures is open to all.

In 2012 we applied for a Heritage Lottery grant to bring all our knowledge into one
LI I OSd ¢KS LINRP2SOG 6Fa Yyl YSR @2éA Yila2 (LY ¥
tribute to missing settlements that once existed in Wimpole parish.

THE PROJECT

WAYLRES LINRAK A& FANBG NBO2NRSR Ay |
dwellings dispersed around a moated manor with a deer park. Emparkment was



already underwst before Thomas Chicheley demolished the mahouse and
began construction of Wimpole Hall iihe 1640Q. ®ver the next 200 years, as the
Hall and park grew, settlements like BatirEnd and Thresham End disappeared
without record, and with them the stoes of the people who lived there. Our
project sought to restore their memory by exploring Wimpole Estate documents
and recording surviving archaeological evidence for their existence.
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ANI YG LINPINI YYS 6KAOK g aThe GreayBotsts R (1 2
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Whilst funding is of major importangéhis projectcould not have been successful
without the continued interest and encouragement of many individuals and
organisations.Our thanksespeciallygo to the National Trust, without whose
support this project would not have been possible. Also tmédge Community
Heritage for their assistance and advice, to the Jigsaw programme run by Oxford
Archaeology East for their training sessions and loans of equiprBapport has
come from CAFG members and a number of local volunteers whitisggness to

give time and labouproduced the wealth of evidence needed to complete the
project. Thank you to everyone who has worked with us and given their
encouragement.

For more information about the group and its activities please visit our websitew.cafg.net



PROLOGUEA VIEW OF WIMPOLE IN 1800

A rare view of Wimpole is recorded by the Rev. James Plumptre in July 1800 while
he was walking from Cambridge to the source of the river at Ashwell. Born in
Cambridge in 1771 the young James was familiarWithpole, his illustrious Uncle
w20SNII ¢4l a tNBaARSydG 2F vdzsSSyaQ / 2fft S:
holding the offices of Rector of Wimpole from 1750 to 1788 and Vicar of Whaddon

at the same time.

On Monday the 2% July 1800 James and his companion, Walter Trevilyan, set off
from Clare Hall to walk in four days via Harston, Barrington, Wimpole and Wendy
to the source of the River Cam at Ashwell and back via the Bourn valley. They
approach Wimpole from Malton, pasgjran unusual field of wild parsnips used as
cattle fodder, and crossed into the South Avenue to inspect the great bason (sic),
now dry, but where James fished as a boy. They made their way to the Hardwicke
Arms, formally called The Tiger, at Arrington.rirérrington church they could see

Gl NAOK GNX¥OG 2F 222R |yR LI &Gdz2NBE 3INERo
door of the church was a notice from Lord Hardwick offering a guinea and a half for
the persons in the parish who grew the greatest quantitypeas, beans, carrots,
turnips, cabbage, onions or potatoes in proportion to the ground they occupy. The
I NRSya IINB (2 06S AyalLlSOGSR o6& [2NR |
Pigott, Mr Mayes and Mr Patterson.

At 7.00am on the Tuesday morningthegf@ SNBER [ 2NR | I NRgA Ol Q
triumphal arch and went to the hill to the west of the house to see the Pavilion.
.dzZAfd AY wmTtTT F2NJ mmpnan odzi y2gé al ao
elegant building with a tea room painted with Etrusciigures and the outside
covered in stucco pieces 12 by 8 inches and stuck on with cement. They admire the
view of the Park but comment that the house would look better if the straight lines

of the top were relieved with sculptures of horses, cows, deesharep. Passing on

they walk to the Icehouse which is likewise falling into decay but coming to the
sunken fence they get a good view of the Gothic tower on the opposite hill which
Ad aYdzOK YStt26SR o6& GAYSI | yR (theS NIz
front of the house James records his disappointment that the chestnut tree avenue
has gone but does get a good view of the South Avenue with its specimens of
ancient trees.



James had determined that he would copy the garden encouragement that he had
seen at Wimpolesarlierand on 18 December he set off with Mr Thackeray in a
chaise over very muddy roads. Between Granchester and Barton they saw men
digging ditches for the newly enclosed fields. The new turnpike road was
Gi2f SNI 6f S$¢ RizyhiBA\F2 MRIQ &8 260NAIRI § 22N S NJ G K S
Orwell Hill they got into conversation with Mr West of Wisbech who was there to
AyarLlSoid GKS dzyRSNEK2(G aAff 4 6KFG Aa
y2g aNJ D22ROKSI LIQa it the/milstpneswere Aokudrkinglbit S &
they saw corn being thrashed. They must have entered the estate via the Victoria
Drive and when they arrive at the stables meet Lady Hardwick who James clearly
thought snubbed him. He calls on Mr Sheepshanks thedReeho is away, but

visits the church to see the newly erected monuments. In the housekeepers room
he meets Mr Stephens, Head Gardener, and they are joined by Mr Patterson, the
Bailiff, to go and inspect the gardens of the villagers. The three winndrsrdf

I FNReAO1 Qa LINART S tAGBSR Ay ySg odafid O
(presumably the East Avenue leading into the Victoria Drive). The gardens were
strongly fenced and separated by quick thorn hedges each about 16 poles (30 sq.
yards) welktocked with cabbage and kale. The cottagers had their potatoes stored

in their houses; Ox noble, Wimple kidney and red kidney or painted Lady.

G2S GKSYy LINRPOSSRSR (2 aNJtFdGSNAR2y Q&
by John Radford and down the Laimesome new built cottages, with chimneys on
[ 2dzy i wdzYF2NRQa LXIyd ¢KSy G2 (GKS aoK
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a new way lately made for Lady Hardwick or LAdye York to come and hear the
OKAfRNBY IyR 221 FFTUSNI GKS a0K22té o

After this he saw a new garden made by Mr Rogers before visiting the walled
gardens with its forcing frames and hothouse. Having inspected the gardens, James
walks through the churchyarth see the grave of two old servants, James Smith
and Elizabeth his wife who had been buried two days before. At Arrington he visits
the gardens of Samuel Story, William Collins, William Wilson, Richard Hunt and
Charles Thurley.

(From: James Plumptre: tl@2 dzNy/ I € & 2F | (2dz2NRAadG Ay GfF
published by Hutchinson, 1992)

THE LANDSCAPE OF WIMPOLE



The parish ofWimpole lies some 8 miles from Cambridge asitls in a varied
landscape. To the North is a scarp of boulder clay which then falls through chalk
and gault, to river gravel towards the South. This terrain and its plentiful springs
create an environment which probably attracted settlemdndm the earlest
times. There is evidence of this prehistoric activity in the finds we have made when
fieldwalking as part of this project, ranging from scatters of worked flint to a
probable MesolithiéNeolithic pebble hammeshown inPlate 11

The landscape is @glefined by roads and trackas shown in Figure Across the
north of Wimpole runs the ancient route, the Mare Way prehistoric ridgeway
leading from thewest towards Cambridge. The Romans also left their mark with
the construction of Ermine Streetubt as a military road connecting London and
York, which marks thevestern boundaryof the parish.Another probable Roman
road running through thesouth of the parish connects Ermine Streeear the
point where Ermine Street crosses the Ria¢@n ancienford, to Cambridge.

o

Roman road
. N,

727

Figure 20utline ofWimpole parish with Roman roads and Mare Way

Roman pottery and building material has been found in and around the parish and
we uncovered some examples during our test pitting. An earlier excavation

5



uncovered a small complex of buildings near the junction of Ermine Streghand
CambridgeRoad, includingl L}2 &daAo6f S WalyaizQ 2N f 2R3

The present boundaries of the parish respect the two Roman roads, the Mare Way
and also the river Cam to the South. These seem likely to be old boundary markers
but the shape of the parish hagearly undergone some change since the"11
century when the Domesday Book recorded the existence of the settlement of
Wratworth. This seems subsequently to have been absorbed by both Wimpole and
Orwell and it may be that the main change lies to dast d the parish where the
current boundary follows the layout of the medieval fields.

The first clear evidence of the plan of the parish comes from the Hare map 8f 163

as shown ifPlate 1 This shows a network of roadways and trackisscrossing the

parish. Some appear to be longer distance routes, perhaps linking Arrington and
DNBIG 9@0SNERSY FyR LI OSa FdzZNIHKSNJ I FA:
Kingston. Others seem typical of the medieval interweaving tracks providing local
access to fieldand headlandsThe sixhamlets of Wimpole developed alongside

these roads and trackwayas shown iPlate 1 including the welknown Bennall

End and Thresham End to the south of the manor.

There had been a deer park associated with the manor house &B@2 but, by

the time of the Hare map, the formation of the High and Low Phddhbeen part

of the drive which ended up with the emparkment of much of the parish. The major
expansion occurretly 1772 with the work of Capability Browrhichhad seerthe
removal of the hamlets and much of the original network of tracBy the time of

the 1835 OS map the landscape is very much as we see it today, apart from the
subsequent building of the houses at New Wimpole.

Nowadays there are few signs of the old routes
and houses except as traces of hollow ways
and house platforms, such as the Mr Neale
house platform targeted during our test pitting
activity. Much medieval ridge and furrow, as
shown in Figre 3, stillexists in the park.

Figure 3. Snow defineitdge and furow.

EVIDENCE FROM DOCUMENTS



When we started, few documents seemed to say much about the former hamlets
and their inhabitants. We wanted to see what we could find to put names teghe
silent voices. There is a lack of manor court recondgch would usually be a good
source, but from the documents mentioned belowye have pieced together
something about the people. We ignored documents about the Hall and park
except as they told us about tenants.

THE DOMESDAY SURVEY AND MANORS

The earliesrecord we found is the Domesday Book of 1086. (Transldieato
Historical Editions 1992
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In Wimpole[Count Alan] holdg hides and®zvirgates. There is land for 3 ploughs.
In demesne 2 hides, 1 plough and there can be half a plough gheianswith 1

bordar have 1%loughs. 6 cottars and 2 slaves. Meadow¥gploughs Worth £7;
when received £6; TRE £8. Eddeva the Fair held this land.
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In Wimpole Humphreydg Anneville] holds 1 hide and iAfgates from Eud [the
steward] Land for 2 ploughand there are 2 ploughs in demesne. 1 villan and 1

slave; meadow for 1 plough and woodland for fences. Is and was worth 100s. Earl
Gyrth held this land.

N.B. VILLAN/VILLEIN = a villager of higher status than a
BORDAR (smadtiolder) or COTTAR (cottager)



HIDE = standard unit of tax assessment, divided into 4 VIRGATES

The last note in each caggves a glimpse of the parish before the Nom@onquest

as these were the Angi8axon landholdersThe parishwas divided between two

of them, the larger part being held bydHeva the Fair (who held land all over the
country)and more valuable at that time (TRE = in the time of King Edward) than
after 1066 There must have been tenants to work the land, but apparently no
freemen (sokemenin either area

By 1086 the larger area, now held by Count Alan of Brittany, must have had a small
group of houses, as nine tenants and two slaves are recorded. The smaller, held by
Humphrey, had only one tenant and one slave, all the plough land being worked
directly for the benefit of the lord of the manor. The Inquisitio Comitatus
Cantabrigiensis (translation irVictoria Gounty History of Cambridgeshire Vol)1

another record of the same survédyRRAGA 2y f & G(Stfa dza
had 15 acresandthi G KSNB SNB wmnn aKSSLI 2y (K,
there were 100 sheep, six pigs, two horses and four asses.

[ 2dzy G !'ftlyQa YIFIy2NJ gl & KSt RMadodearli S RS
centuries and became known as the Bassingbourn manor, aaéntpassing to

Henry Chicheley in 1428 CH Vol \W0 & | dzYLIKNBe Q& YIy2NJ KI |
history, reverting to the King on two occasions and briefly held by Corpus Christi
College in the 1350<CCC09/03/311t was leased by Sir Thomas Chicheleynfr
{ANI W2KyYy 2AYy3IFASER Ay mMcmp YR S@Syidz

THECARTULARY OF THE HOSPITAL OF ST JOHN THE EVZAMBRICBIE

From the Cartularyed Malcom Underwood, Cambs Record Society,)20@8find
G NR 2dza G RS ng deed? but thesedmiaying [Briger live in the village.

However in the miel3" century, Geoffrey the bald (or calf, calloveplvug gave

the hospital his land called Sumerleswe in Wimpole; Roger Balek84nns or
Banci$ gave a house with a croft formerly of Agage de Wynepol and next to Robert
Solvein; and Roger also gave six selions of land in Wimpole, three by the moor and
three in Syreslond, together with his serf Geramin and his family. By the 1320s
these propertiesvere rented by Geoffrey, heir of John de Tichemers and John the
butcher of Arington, each payingd

THE LAY SUBSIDY ROLL OF 1327



Lay subsidy rolls were tax assessments for collecting money for the King. There
were many over the centuries, but detailedcardsremainfor only a few.

In Wimpole (now including at least part of Wratworth), there were 64 taxpayers.
Lords of the manor listed include de Bassingboétweneland Mor (thought to be

a shortening of Mortimer and a name traceable through to 1684& alsofind
Benewell (relaing to land held by the Barnwell Benedictine Priory, to become
Bennall End) and Caufe (formerly Calvus). The BEzanksisname does not appear,

but John Tichemer does. Ordinary families included the Paynes, still recorded until
1566, and the Brockes, found until 1602.

I R20dzySyli KStR o0& YAy3aQa /2ttS3Sz /I
names such aB&venel, William atte Welle, Johe Suklyns, Walti de Coulyns, Walti de
Benewell and Laurence de Wrattworth

PARISH REGISTERS

The parish registers of baptisms, marriages and burials start6@. From these

we havebuilt up family trees for some of the tenants. Some of the earliest names
are Mawlden, More, Pratt, Tyton, Semer and Brocke. Calculations show that the
population ro® by 63 in the first ten years of the registers.

THE HARE MAP OF 1638

The first map we have dates from 1638 and was drawn by Benjamin Hare for the
lord of the manor, Thomas Chicheley, two years after Thomas turned 21 and before
he started to build the preent Hall in about 1640.

The map shows the old manor house with its moat and small adjacent park; and
also already enclosed fields (mostly held by Daniel Finch) near the manor house
and around what we believe to be the site of the Wratworth settlementalsdb
shows six small hamlets and the open fields farmed in strips by most of the tenants
in the rest of the parish.

This is the first opportunity we have to see not only where houses were at that time
but also who the tenants were, as individual land g are named. We used this
map as a base for searching families backwards and forwards.

Plate 2is an extract from the Hare map (East is at the top). It shows the middle of
GKS Saidl Sy 6A0GK GKS YIFy2NI K2dzaS | yR K
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we dug a test pitis in the top left corner); the park is on the west side of the house,
and open fields with their strips can be seen to the south (right).

There were 35dnanted houses, the whole estate amounting to 1,652 acres.

Plate 3is another extract from the Hare map, again with East at the top. It shows
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There was obviously a terrier to go with the map originally since some areas are
marked with unexplained letters. We have reconstructed a list of the tenants and
their holdings, of which this is a summary:

Tenant

Ball, Philip
Banes, John
Barnard, Mr.
Baron, Tho.
Butler, Mr.
Chapman, Henry

Chapman, Widow

Cacott, Wid.
Cacaott, T.

Cox

Daintry, Edward
Eworth, John
Fairechild

Finch, Daniel
Godfrey, Clement
Grigson, E.
Griper, Richard
Griper, William
Holder, George
Hubbard, Ge.
Jepson, Widow
Maldin, Thomas
Ment? W.

No. Holdings  Area/acre
129 139.1
72 99.4
3 1.2
5 3.9
30 19.1
96* 100.5
9 7.4
2 0.5
1 0.2
1 4.9
116* 126.5
4 8.9
1 0.2
26 308.9
104 83.9
5 2.2
32* 215
7 19.9
71 81.0
1 1.2
2 1.0
46* 38.8
1 1.0
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Moore, Widow 4 1.8 1

Moore, I. 1 0.8 1

Neale, William 49 83.9 2
Netherton, T. 2 4.7 1

North, Charles 87 64.6 1 1
Pratt, John 9 6.4 1

Rutt, Robert 13 8.2 1

Rutter, William 8 8.0

Seamer, Robert 71* 56.6 1
Slinnet, Thomas 11 11.1 1

Stacey 14 8.9

Stimson, John 83 111.5 1

Stokes, William 5 4.6 1

Stokes, Widow 12 15.1 1

Tytan, G. 5 29

Weyman 3* 3.0

Witton, William 109* 103.5 2

Orwell 9 3.1

Towne 107 70.9 2 1

* Includes shared land

LAY SUBSIDY ROLL$6a6 ANDL641

In these returns12 residents were assessed for tax: Philip Ball, John Banes, Thomas
Baron, John EwortiRebecca and Robert Finch, Richard and William Griper, George
Holder, William Neale, Charles North and Robert Rutt.

LANDSRND LEASES

In 1648 Thomas Chicheley began to lease the Orwell manor and exchanged a
number of parcels of land in Orwell for their @galent in Wimpole. These
exchanges were mostly with people who lived in Orwell and seem to be part of a
drive to consolidate his landCRO: L17£3) However, one exchange was with
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Thomas Barron, a blacksmith, who gave up an acre of land and hisaighaze
cattle in return for pasture land next to his housseeFigure 4 blow.

Image courtesy of Cambridge Record Office

Figure 4. Th&648 Exchange of land between Thomas Barron and Thomas
Chicheley (courtesy Cambridgeshire Record OffERQR52/12/37/1)

Also in 1648, Robert Finch, son of Daniel, who had been the biggest landholder
after the Chicheleys, was a maltster in Royston and sold his property in Wimpole to
Thomas Chicheley. This included land and properties inherited through his late
wife, Ann Seymour, daughter of Robert SeymoGRQ: R52/12/9/p

However, Thomas Chicheley was a Royalist and, in consequeaxaeavily fined

by Parliament, although he does not seem to have forfeited any property. He took
out his first mortgage (one ahany), jointly with his fathem-law, in 1654 on part

of the estate. This refers tenantedproperties as farms for the first time:

Farm and houses of John Harvey + 500 acres arable and 100 acres pasture
Farm of Clement Godfrey* + 120 acres arable ah@d&es meadow & pasture
Farm of George Holder* + 40 acres meadow & pasture

Farm of William Chapman* + 120 acres arable and 20 acres meadow & pasture

Farm of Robert Hemings + 100 acres meadow & pasture

12



The other holdings mortgaged were the houses and meadow or pasture of Richard
Weyman* (55 acres), Thomas Slynnet* (22 acres), William Hayward (3 acres), John
Moore*(6 acres), Robert Moore* (7 acres), widow Constable (7 acres), Thomas
Godfrey (2 acres), an/2 Ky wdzi § SNRafF nn I ONBa YSI R?

*family names appearing in 1638

1629

1638

1640
1648

1662

1674
1691

1694

Thestory of a house

George Jepson sold his house and croft to Thomas Barron, a
blacksmith

Thomas had the houseshown on the Hare Mapand 3.9 acres
of land in5 holdings

CK2YlIaQ tFyR gl & @IfdsSR i
Thomas gave um@n acre of land and his right to graze cattle in
return for pasture land next to his house

CK2YlIaQ K2dzAS KIFIR 2yS KSI NI
The house had two hearths

Thomas left the hose, close, orchard and garden to Richard
Barnardand his wife, formerly¥lizabeh Barron (possibly
¢CK2YlL aR araids

Richard sold the property to the Earl of Radnor, new lord of th
manor. The description includes a note that one side abuts th
highway to the church. This area had not been taken into the
park.

HEARTH TAX ASSESSMENTS MIOENTURY

In the Hearth Tax Assessments of 1662/4, 26 houses were recorded as having at
least one hearth; by 1674 there were 20.

By this time, few of the families appearing in 1638 were still in the parish.

1

John Adams first appears in 1674 with 6 hearths, so may not be a direct
descendanbf the earlier Adams family

William and William junr Barnard each have one hearth in all &terns,

but the Mr Barnard holding land in 1638 lived in Orwell

Thomas Barron remains, with one hearth in 1662/4 and two in 1674
George Holder remains, with four hearths in all the returns

13



1 Robert and John Moore each have one hearth in 1662, but do nataapp
again

1 Philip $acy has two hearths in 1662 but does not appear in 1674

1 John Stoakes has one hearth in 1662 and 1674

1 Ann Tyton, widowappears only in 1662, with one hearth

These returns suggest that the hamlets of Thresham End anthaBeEnd
disappeared by the 1660s at the latest, when the park was extended to the south
of the Hall (see als@fin Phibbs, Wimpole Pa8urvey 1980).

RISING RENTALS

Thomas (now Sir) Chicheley seems to have spent most of his time (and money) in
London under the restore@harles Il. In consequence, he sold the Wimpole estate
to Sir John Cutler in 168Two rentals exist, one of 1684 and one of 1686.

9AIKEG FEN¥Ya O0AYyOtdzRAY3I {ANI CK2YIl.A 24y
James or Jarvis, widowaid £116.10s fo the half year for her farm, more than
R2dzofS Ftye 2F (G(KS 2GKSNJ dSylydad CI NY
/| 22 LISNBEX wKSS tladd2NBX | SYAy3az 9@&3l NE
which appear to be known by the name of a former tendrte only family names
continuing from 1638 are Adams, Ball/Bell, Chicheley, Godfrey and Stokes. There
were few tenant changes by 1686, but rents had doubled.

By 1711, in a rental fahe Duke of Newcastle, the only family name still surviving
from 1638 is Adms(but possibly not a direct descendantpustensand Haggars

had been in the village since at least 1662, Johnsons since 1674, the
Hubbard/Hubberts and Parish since 1684. The remaining 13 tenants listed appear
for the first time in this rentalAgain,one tenant, John Bass, pays twice the rent of
anyone else, at £229 for the yeak. further rental recorded in 1715 as part of a
mortgage shows five changes in tenant, John Bass still paying the highest rent.

FAMILY TIES TO THE VILLAGE

Froma mixture ofthe parish registers, deeds, rentals and some wills, we can trace
how long some families were in the village to this point Some of the more
prominent were:

14



Brocke | 1327-1602 Jepson 1561- 1649
Payne | 1327-1566 Stokes 1573- 1703
Prat 1381- 1650 Godfrey 1576- 1694
Seamer | 1470- 1638 Holder 1598- 1674
Maldin | 1494- 1643 Stacey 1618- 1744
Griper | 1506- 1645 Slinnet 1621-1718
T(r)yton | 1554- 1664 Daintry 1622- 1635

EIGHTEENTH CENTBENTALS AND ACCOUNTS

By 1790, 17 tenants plus tt@verseers of the Poor were paying rent. Joseph
Beldam paid the highest rent, at £70 for a half yg@RO: R/12/4/5 Among

others were William French, a bricklayer, Samuel Blows, a dairyman, and John
Ratford, carpenter. We know their occupations from #state account¢CRO:
R/52/12/4/14 ¢ 15) ¢ a Mr Ratford was paid for carpentry work as long before as
1742/4(BM Add Mss 36228

11 of the tenants paid between £47.10s and £70 in rent. The remaining six
Including John Ratford (at £2), plus the Overseéth® Poor, paid between 5
shillings and £2, suggesting that these rents were for the remaining houses and
cottages on the estatéA map of the park, pleasure grounds and Home Farm of
1800 CUL: MS Plans 608hows the houses north and south of and opp®sit
Home Farm as still standing, and the Brick End houses as built, together with a
building north of the stream and east of the lakes.

TAXES AND TITHES

Although 56 families (population of 202) were counted in the 1801 census, only 8
tenants, plud.ord Hardvicke, had sufficient land to appearthe land tax
assessmentf 1810 One of these, Joseph Pateman, appeared as a tenant in 1790.
The family continued in the village until at least 1840.

¢KS O020GF3Sa 2LJJ2aA0GS 1 2YS ChuNdysdf NE a i
1815 and 1828. In 1828 nine farms are shown: Home Farm, Eight ElIms Farm,
Thornberry Hill Farm and Coomb Grove Farm are all in their present positions;
2AYLRES 126S CINY o0SOFYS +FfttS& CIFNNYT

I NDSNR& CIFAXNOBODFEBNXYT YR ¢AGOKYI NAKQ
Road Farm. Now there are a few houses south of the Cambridge Road near
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Arrington Bridge, just one north of the Cambridge Road and two or three others
scattered around the parish.

By the 1831 census thgopulation had risen to 583, and 14 tenants paid rent for
land in 1834. However, in the 1837 tithe commutation agreement list, 12
landholders were listetbut only four were the same as in the 1834 rental. Only
three were as the 1840 land tax assessmemtdicurious state of affairs that
deserves further investigation.

14 tenants paid rent for land in 1834. However, in the 1837 tithe commutation
agreement list, 12 landholders were listed, but only four were the same as in the
1834 rental, and only threesain the 1840 land tax assessment list. By this time,
the present nine farms appear.

By this time, the landscape was effectively as it is today, bar the houses in New
Wimpole (first built from about 1837). We decided, therefore, to stop our
documentaryresearch at this point.

HISTORY TIMELINE

50-60AD Roman Ermine Street built. Major roadside settlenaedtelsewhere in the parish
|
AngloSaxon settlement traces found near Cobbs Wand north of the lakes.
|
1066 2 landowners in Wimpol&2 sokemerin Wratworth, under 5 landowners
|
1086 Domesday Survey: 2 manors in Wimp@gebple countedb manors in
Wratworth, 2 people counted
|
1279 Wratworth absorbed into Wimpole and Orwell by this date. Wimpole contained 6
main manors, the biggest was Bassingbourn. 75 free tenants, 27 villeins recorded
(potentially a population of 504)Hundred RollsNorth and Soutlfrields existed.
|
1327 64 people assessed to pay tax in Wimpole (potentially population of 288)

13489 BlackDeat!

1377 173 adults recorded in the tax assessment (estimated population 225)
|

1428 Bassingbourn manor (Wimpole) passed to Henry Chicheley, Archbishop of Canterbury
[

15" century Thresham End existed. Some enclosure carried out
[
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1563 36 families lived in Wimpole (potentially population of 162)
|
1616 Sir Thomas Chicheley died. Left £20 a year as comperfsatioa loss of
020Gl 3ISNAQ O2YY2y NRIKGA
|
1638 Estate mapped by Benjamin Hare. Nearly a quartbegfarish was enclosed. 35
tenanted houses.

|

Od mcnn ¢CK2Yla / KAOKSt SeqQa ySg K2dzaS 68

|

1640 & 41 Lay subsidy: 12 residents assessed for tax

[16429 EnglisiCivilwai

16489 Thomas Chicheley acquired land in the open fields
|
1654 Mortgage of part of estate. 5 tenanted properties recordeéaams for the firstitne.

[L660Restorationof the Monarchy

1662 & 64 Hearth Tax 27 dwellings recorded. Estimated population 166
16|74 Hearth Tax 20 dwellings recorded
16!86 Wimpole and Arrington estates sold to St John Cutler. Park extended south of
Hallby now. 8 farms existedncluding home farm of 108cres 22tenants.
17!!.1 and 17% Rentals list 19 tenants
17:19 New church built by old north chapel
Mi<|1-18‘h centuryParlS y £  NASR (12 A Y, Bdndaitded W2 Ky & 2 y (
18|01 census 56 families, total 202 people
18|03 Poor relief paid to 48 people
18;1 census Population 583
18!37 Agreemertb commute Tithes.9 farms; over
1,000 acres in hand. Houses in New Wimpole built
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WRATWORTHRATFORD, (WERATEWORBHE)OST VILLAGE

The Domesday Survey of 1086 tells us there was a village of Werateworde made up
of five manors. By 1279 the parish seems to have been divided between Wimpole
and Orwell, although separate manors continuecdexist

Could we findhis lost parisf?

Byreseaching the manorial history back to the"L.tentury, we have been able to
trace what happened to the five manors. We have also been able to find clues as
to where on the ground these manors were and from this we have produced a map
(Plate4) which speculates as to where the parish was origirsatlyated

THE DOMESDAY SURVEY 1086

From the Domesday Boake can get some idea of the size and population of the
parish and the landowners prand postconquestand we can make comparisons
with Domeslay Wimpole which consisted of two large manors

Before 1066 the land of Weraterworde was held by 12 sokemen (free tenants), all
of whom could sell their landlhere were no sokemen in Wimpole.

In 1086 32 tenantswere recordedn Werateworde compared with3 in Wimpole.
The status of these tenants is broken down as follows:

1 3 (3)villans/villeins (higher status villagers),

1 17(1)bordars (smatholders or peasants, lower status than villeins),
I 10(6)cottars (cottagers, similar status to Bordars)

1T 2(3)slaves

There wassufficientland for 5% ploughs, meadow for 4% ploughs and wood to
repair fences.

The value of the Weratgorde estates is given &v.5sand Wimpole a£13.00s,
despiteboth of them being virtually identical in size. Is this because of difiees
in tenure or in land use?

ANALYSIS OF THE HISTORY OF THE FIVE MANORS

For each manor @ started with the DOMESDAY translation and followed this down
through the centuries until the land was acquired by the Wimpole estatdt all
was.For thetranslations we used th&nglishversionby Alecto Historical Editions
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1992 It is interesting that Alecto chooses to use the name Ratferkich is the
same spelling as Hare used on his 1638 map.

We drew heavily on the Victoria County History (CambridgesVol V) and
searched for any texts that might shed light on the ownership of these manors. We
tried to unravel multiple family allegiances with clues often in other parishes.

A. The manor that became known as WRATWORTH

This was by far the largest maniorthe parish. Our research suggests thed of
this manor lay to the ast of Wimpoleand is todaywholly, or mainly, in Orwell
Parish.

The original DOMESDAY entry reads as follows:

s )
]n \'g crrreuuorde en Comd u. lnb‘:vn.‘;.nr-‘un{’
uwas-':‘ﬁa-é’.m. &1’.. ]n?n:;o.:-l-u&l,‘?u.‘ P'W:"-“"B':
~ dim'ax '€ 117 alta dom pocfiert. [t ax 7w,
bord oit.1. car.” lor.01. rm.ll._“f;ni.ll. etr’\/._:{:; wh
h&w..tl-rdt’--'l':ﬁ.{:_lx-fdl H.ﬂ‘lcti-a'muq':_“fo&;‘
TTan wolueF <& (Ul uende porue’

Ly dawl (¥ 2[Rdger of GHteSsb@HoNF 2 hidesind 2 parts of a virgate.
There idand for 3 ploughs. In demesne [is] 1 hide and 2 parts of 1 virgate, and there
is half a plough and there can be another half. There are 2 cottars and 15 bordars
with 2 ploughs. There are 2 slaves, and meadow for 2 pkugis and was worth

40s; TRE (in the time of King Edward) 60sokemen held this larethd could sell

their land to whom they would.

s -

In 1066the six sokemen holdintdpe land were the men of fivdngloSaxonarge
landowners. Namely Robert Fitzwimaking Edward, Archbishop Strigandd&va

the fair and Earl Aelfgatnquisitio Comitatus Cantabrigiensis [IICG] 1086 Earl
Roger held over half this manor for his own use, but it looks as though the villagers
GNBYGSRe Yzad 2F GKS LI 2d2a3Kil yR®

In 1279 Kehard Francis held two mano(¥CH dotnote 109), one of which was
probably Wratworth.The Walter family of Croydoheld it from 1392 untill593
when the manor ofNVratworth Croydon,aliasC NJ- y @liasd dlloyswas soldo
Anthony Cage of Caxtoin 1638 tithes for this manor were being paid to Orwell
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(VCH fn239). The Chicheleys leased the manor from 156tnal&Bb Adlard and
Sekeford Cage of Caxton sold the manor to John Cutler

B¢KS YEy2N GKIG 680FYS 1y26y Fa .99/1C

We can be fairly sure that this manor was located to tloeth of Wimpole Hall in
the areaof the field name#\venells Piece, Bushie Avenells and Great Ave(taks
latter being our favouritesite for the manorhouse 2y | | N8.Qa wmMcoy

The original DORSDAY entry reads as follows:

jl Warvaeuuorde oo q:li:ann . ur. P-lrc;:
‘e J.un ar P:u.uu.bcb. CTRS u-2<lz£ ;u.durr VTR
TR E-~x. (4. ‘\mcﬁMun.a-fx})ffub £ Ao
"’brr.-rumbc?aww . . - , @

Ly awl G7F 2 NGoant Alak Rufu§) EM}OMBrltté,r‘rymself holds 1 virgate

and the third part of dirgate. There is land for half a plough, [and] meadow for 4
oxen, with 1 villanlt is and was worth 8s; TRE 10s. 1 sokeman held this land under
Eadigfu (Eddeva) and could give and sell it.

The history of this manor is not easy to disentangle, but it was helthdBeach

family in the 12" century and passed to the Avenel(l)s by722it was sold toSir

Simon Burgh (VCH fn128)1389, who passed it to WilliaBtaundon, Lord Mayor

of Londomdb 2 AffAlFYQa 6AR26 NI Hehna SHthelgyS NJ
Archbishop of Canterbury in 1428. 1686 tle manorwassold to John Cutler

C¢KS YIy2N GKFcd 0S8S0lYS (y26y & ahwt¢La

We really are not sure where this manor lay, but it seems likely it abutted the other
Mortimer lands in Kingston. On this weak link we have drawn in part of the parish
of Wratworthin the northern part of Wimpole abutting Kingston parish

The original DOMESDAY entry reads as follows:

Tv— Ty ¥ vme—— -

/
Q\Armuunﬁ; -ccn t1. m-h:— de bad . :ﬂﬁ/

‘[mc1dr[5t\:ludt1‘1-mim’\u"&'vg
qu &;’tTf\ * L.t vane O oener . fa&&.
‘&7{,{1& .ﬂ:"ﬂo Rdba il \Krmarc. 7 daye

wr
Z Ly ".__._.ZR A!‘.ltd‘”.Lﬁ_'!_Ll*
Ly awlki@F2NRéE H (1YyAIKGa K2fR o GANBHIGSAE
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for 1 plough. There are 6 cottars, and meadow for 1 plough. It isvasdvorth 25s;
TRE 50s. 2 sokemen held this land, one of the man of Waltheof and the other the
man of Robert fitzWimarc, and they could give and sell [their land].

The history of this manor is even more complicated, but there appears tdibk a
0SG6SSy (KAA YIy2NE . | ymircomfmon/refdddndestk . S
the Pecche and Peverell familiethe Mortimer family of Kingstorwere the
overlords for a time.

Somemembers of the Mortimer familyvere living in Wimpoleas is suggested by
an Ada cu le Mor paying the lay subsidy in 1327, but apart from this hint of
occupation, we have not yet been able to trace thistory of thesdands.

The lands making up this manor passasl part of the Chichelegstate to John
Cutlerin 1686

D¢KS YIFy2N KFi 0SOFYS 1y26y | a Cw!b/L

Although we are not sure of the exact extent of this manor, it was almost certainly
f20FGSR G2 GKS 9Fad 2F 2AYLRES LI NRAAK |
Great Cobbes and probablyl G F2NR 2y | F NBSQa YI LI 2F mc

The original DOMESDAY entry reads as follows:

B LA LLITL SVRAL L alumAAstC ssiemease - )
Wu:tzuuwras < LMF &z%w Jurd bed .
"'f 1'1 e Ann car —:be e ed.uow sl.La'rt{_ i;“-'h{‘m
o ncm D {'q:d' rficend V' ot N do
~- vt JRE ~oe. (ot h.!nctr.z.u o 11.5‘(61(

11uq‘ 71‘ 1ua:\.fmumq: ~ uende pocua
mn NI IN el S e

Ly & wlRalghgiélBaacsholds half a hide from Gugle Raimbeaucourt]
There is land for hal plough, and there is [half a plough], with 2 villans and 2
bordars.[There is] meadow for half a plough, [and] a wood to repair fences. It is
worth 20s; when received, 10s; TRE 20s. 2 sokemen of King Edward held this land;
and they provided 2 cartagagues, and could sell it

In 1086the villagers appear to be warlg directly for Ralph, and he had 60 sheep
and 15 pigsICQ. In 1166 William Franceis hadhe manof(VVCH fn104)

As an insight as to how difficult it is to unravel the landholdings at any early point
in history we share this entry fromthe RBdoko oo HO Y ammcc 2 Af € Al
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part of his land in Wimpole to Hawis, the prioreabutting the common road that

goes to Baldwin St George and abutting at the other end on the land of Robert de
Beche towards the North. This was exchanged for layd3yi dzy RSNJ 2 A€ € A |
G2 SylrotS KAY G2 SyftlFINHS KAa RAGOK FNJ
Wood?

The Franis family continued to hold the manor unEleanor, daughter of Richard
Francisremarried to Geoffrey Cobge), by 137VCH fn115)Duingthe PS | & | y (i & C
Revolt, Geoffrey organised a small rebel bamtlich attacked the property of two

local landowners in neighbouring villag&4irigji Xu, Corpus Christi Coll¢gde was
charged but later pardonedVilliam $aundon purchased the manor in @4, and
itdescendeds A G K { (il dzy R2y Q& & 88 KB ®B YIREHIRINY X 5 i &
E.The manor that became known as BANKS OR BAUNCES

Although probably not helping with the full extent of this manorial holding, Hare
gives a clue on his 1638 map taswhere any manor house might have been. A
avylrtft LI NOSt (dzO01 SR Ay 06SGsSSy ! gSyStt
road and a track heading west is called Basinc

.The original DOMESDAY entry reads as follows:

l:i:;:".:t;x::::i;m; &“w :l:, Pecoc” ue. “‘“T
“!1 L’ wt. bot’ Y ."lb!fuln“au. 11 . coo Pn.. NTL M”
. valurc. ue. (o{ T.K.£-0. 6 bancyimnur

58“ £_.E.- 71 ]na‘Jmmmax /ﬁaﬂuucbera"
j S .u‘l s -r'b{ K ‘IA:.'D,J — A ’L..\’_

Ly awl (F@eBascsholds B Lilates from PicgSheriff of Cambridge)
There is land for 3 oxen and there are [3 oxen], with 2 cottars. [There is] meadow
for 3 oxenlt is and was worth 3s; TRE 5s. A sokeman of King Edward hédahthis

and he provided 1 watchnmefor the sheriff, and could sell his land

Although the overlordship became divided and passed through the Pecche family,

the Bancs (Banks) family held the manor until at least 1316. It then passed through
various hands untilni 1548 Sir John Hindgranted the manor to Thomaicheley
as a marriage settlemenin 1686 it wa sold to John Cutler.
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THE PARISH OF WIMPOLE, 1638

BASED ON A MAP BY B. HARE

,‘r

Arringron
srownds
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<
Sandpit c)a
Fallr

s
(77

T PRINCIPAL UNFENCED BOUNDARIES

DIRECTION OF ARABLE STRIPS

PLATE.Map showing the roads, trackways and settlements
Wimpole pariston the Hare map of 1638
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Image courtesy of Cambridge Records Office

t[1¢9 Hd 9EGNI O FNRBY mMcoy | FNB Yl

houses north east of the manor house
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Image counesy of Cambndge Records Offlce

PLATE 3. Extract from 1638 Hare map showing NMr2 { SaQ K2 dza S
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Map Showing the
_. Possible Extent of Wratworth Parish
& in the 12th Century.
Known Parts of the Parish are shown in Red.

f{ [ WRATWORTH (North West
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Roman Road - o Godmanchester >>
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(\ HE OTHER FRAUNCIS MANOR
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Mt i o

N Fo
o
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to Royston

l(( ‘Roman Road H

Possible extent of Wratworth,
now Part of Wimpole.

Possible extent of Wratworth,
now par of Orwell

Approximate Boundary
— m— of Wratworth

e Present Parish Boundarles.

© Crown copyright. EH

PLATE 4. Map showing the possible parish of Wratworth and its subsequent split
between Wimpole and Orwell.
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INCP

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HE1S@own copyrightAll rights reserved

PLATES. Distribution map for prehistoric flints {4¢ 2" Millennium BC) in
Wimpole parish
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INCP

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HE1S@own copyrightAll rights reserved

PLATE 6. Distribution map for Roman pottery{80@0AD) inWimpole parish
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INCP

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of H#1&®@own copyrightAll rights reserved

PLATE 7. Distribution map for Early/Mid Saxon pottery (¢5860AD) in
Wimpole parish
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INCP

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survepemalf of HMSO© Crown copyrightAll rights reserved

PLATE 8. Distribution map for Late Saxon/S¥owaman pottery (90¢ 1150AD)
in Wimpole parish
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HE1S@own copyrightAll rights reserved

PLATE .Distribution map for Medieval pottery (11%01400AD) in Wimpole
parish
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HE1S@own copyrightAll rights reserved

PLATE 10. Distribution map for Late Medieval pottery (I40850AD) in
Wimpole parish

31



Neolithic pebble hammer
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King John halfpenny 11991216AD Crotal bell

Niedermendig lava quernstone Clay pipe, by Anne Cleever, mid"i®

PLATHL. Finds from our field walking and metal detecting work
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PLATE 12. Houses shown on the Hare map and test pit locations on OS map

PLATE 13. Test pitting in the park
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PLATHA. Pottery type/amount Pie charts for Test Pits@l
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TP7A: Mr Griper's House
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Junction of vaulted main drain,
slot drain and house wall

Yellow brick floor, walls
and clunch foundation

TRD

Yellow brick pier — [~
T E:l

1
Medieval cobblV
stone surface i

I

TRH [
!
o o
i
Medieval features Clunch surface underlying | :
| atiled floor i
Probable 18th Century i T q .
extension of house/ i Fireplace builtinto |
shop  ————— gable wall :
TRG [~

T

Mid 18th Century wine bottles
under clunch foundation
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Charles Il silver three penny piece John Bird farthing token

t[!'¢9 Myd® CAYyRa FTNRY (KS SEOI@GIiGAZY 27
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OTHER REFERENCES
In 1515 Wimpole and Orwell shared grazing on Wrotford Greé@kx

Wratworth was said to contain 160 acres of arable and meadow in Eversden and
Wimpole in the 18 century {/CH.

hy GKS 1T FNB YFILI 2F mMcoyX LINI 2F 6KIG
Ratford, and this map of the estate is blank to the modern bounuatty Orwell

CAN YOU HELP?

lYy20KSNI) al y20NBEA JiSRSENBBQE a2dziK 2F [/ 2¢
YR ySSR&a G2 0SS t20FIG0SRZ Fa R2 G&E8 YIy
priory held lands Also, many commentators have concluded thath@ndost

village of Whitwell may have fato the south west somewhere around Arrington
bridge. (VCH fn169). Wimpole references to the Cauf (Calvus) family particularly
dadz33Sad GKAa QAttr3IS sFa FEt 2N LI NI 2

A GROUPF FAMILY NAMES THAT CAN BE TRACED BACK TO OUR LOST VILLA(

Whilst we were researching the parisbcords, we noted the predominanasf
names that looked suspiciously likderivations of Wratworth. This posebe
question as to whether our lostillage fas survived in the family names$ people
we can see in the historiced¢cord.

Johanneand Walterusle WRATTEWORWdre jurymen in Orwell in1260
AMargery de WRATTEWO®&Epeared in Wimpole in 1279.

Also in the Lay subsidy rolls 827 Laurenc de Watteworth appearsin Wimpole
and Basilia and Willo de Wratteworth in Orwell & Malkeston (Maltdnyvas
O2YY2y |4 GKFG GAYS F2N LIS2LIX S G2 | LILIS

The parish records of baptisms, marriages and burials commence around 1565 and
in Wimpole o to the mid17" century we find people whose surname is recorded

as Rutt, Rutterand sometimesRutterforth(e) There is a single birth record in
Whaddon in 1616 where one of the children of a Wimpole family is recorded as
Rutterworth. This is the strongest link to the original name of our lost village. There
is another local family group using the surname Ratfditis particular family is
covered in more detail on pages §&9.
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As in Wimpole we find in the parish recorfig Orwella family group using the
name Rutt or everRut in its most shortened form, but not in afgnger form as
we found in Wimpole

We previously observed that our lost village was being remembered as Ratford as
on the Hare map of 1638 so it is not surprisindital families struggling with the
correct spelling of the longer form of the name.

WilliamRatford, born in nearby Whaddoworked as a carpenter on the estatée
died in 1771, presumably to be succeeded by a son, John Ratford, who first appears
in accounts in 1788. W excavated his house at Wimpole in 20dnd 11

FIELDWORK EVIDENCE

There is a moated site within Cobbs Wood, surveyed by @A&Ghown in Figure

5. It hasnot been proven that this is the site oh@anor house, but it is highlikely.

Pottery of the 11th to 13th centuries was found inside and algsihe moated
enclosureL¥ O2NNBOGzX GKAa g2dA R ada3asaid Gk
house. Cobb held the manan the late 14th century bumay nothave lived in
Wimpole.

Figure 5. Survey plan of moated site
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FAMILY TREE ILLUSTRATING USE OF LONGERGEDERBLLY RUTTER IS USED A6TER

William, who is born about 1540, has 10 children (first five christened RUTTER)
William uses RUTTER, RUTTERFORD & RUTTERFORTHE betvd&83566
Mary, his wife, uses RUTTER

1

2)
3)
4)
5)

6)
7

8)
9)
10)

William RUTTER 15677, uses RUTTERFORTH in 1608 & 1653 (death)
Alice, his wife, uses RUTTER
(1) John RUTTER FORTH 1608
(2) Roda RUTTERFORTH 1610, RUTTER 1624 (death)
(3) Wiliam RUTTERFORD 1614
(4) Thomas RUTTERWORTH of Whaddon 1616
(@) Thomas RUTTERFORTH of Arrington 1647
by ¢K2Yl 8Q&8 y OKAfRNBY 6SNB OKNRAGSYSR w!
(¢) ?=Tho RUTTER d1702 Tadlow
(d) George RUTTERFORTH of Arrington 1651, RUTTER 1713 (death)
(e) John RUTTER FORTH of Arrington 1661
(5) Laurence RUTTERFORD of Whaddon 1619
(6) Marie RUTTERFORD of Whaddon 1620
(7) Marcy RUTTER of Wimpole 1622
(8) Alice R? of Croydon 1626
(9) Ann RUTTER of Wimpole 1628
(10) Abraham RUTTER of Wimpole 1630
Mary RUTTER (uses RUTTERFORTHE in 1589)
Agnes RUTTER 1572 (uses RUTTERFORT3H 1589
Alice RUTTER 1570 (useSRERFORTHE 1§80)
Clement RUTTER 1574, 1603 (marriage), 1631 (death). 1606, 1617. Uses RUTTERFO®TH 1595
Jane, his wife, used RUTTERFORD 1606, RUTTER 1617 & RUTTERFORTH 1658 (death).
/I £tSYSyiQa OKAfRNBY 6SNBY
(1) Anne RUTTERFORD 1604, RUTTER as godp&aes 1
(2) James RUTTERFORTH 1608
(3) Alice RUTTERFORTHE 1610, RUTTER 1614 (death)
(4) Elin RUTTERFORD 1613
(5) Clement RUTTER 1618
(6) William RUTTER 1621
William had at least 3 children
(@) William Rutterforth of Arrington
(b) Thereis a gap here
(c) Elizabeth Rutterford of Wimpole
(d) Sarah Rutterford of Wimpole 1653
(7) Priscilla Rutterforth 1624, died 1639
Ellen RUTTER 1577 (uses RUTTERFORT160385
Thomas is christened RUTTERFORTH in 1579
(Thomas uses RUTTER when he marries & for his children
Isabell is christened RUTTERFORTH in 1584 RUTTER 1612
Ursuley is christened RUTTERFORTHE in 1587 and
John is christened RUTTERFORTH in 1589
Probably is the John RUTTERFORTHE who dies in Wendy in 1658, his 5 children were christened RUTTER
Eldest, John may be John RATFORD churchwarden in Wimpole in 1686.
Youngest Thomas known as John, has 10 children in Wendy. 8 christened RUTTER, batnAane& M
RUTTERFORD
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